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fighting feudatories were gathering, the wild sword and
matchlock men of the hills and the deserts were assem-
bling at Hyderabad. The last day of January had come.
In another month or six weeks the terrible sun would be
hanging as a blazing furnace overhead, and it would be
too late. " If they would turn out thirty thousand men
in my front it would relieve me from the detestable
feeling of having to deal with poor miserable devils that
cannot fight, and are seeking pardon by submission.
Twenty times a day I am forced to say to myself, ' Trust
them not; they are all craft; be not softened.3" Halt-
ing five days at Nowshara to allow further time for
negotiations and to rest his own troops, he resumes his
march early in February. He is at Sukurunda on the
10th, and here again he halts for some days; for Outram
has written from Hyderabad that the Ameers have
accepted the treaty, and he prays a further respite.
But at this place an event occurred which did much to
decide the wavering balance between peace and war.
On the night of February 12th Napier's cavalry seized
some Beloochee chiefs passing the left of the camp. They
were of the Murree hill tribe, and the leader of the clan,
Hyat Khan, was among them. On him was found a
letter from Ameer Mahomet of Hyderabad calling upon
him to assemble all his warriors and to march to Meanee
on the 9th. The discovery of this message at once
decided Napier. He would march straight to his front;
he would attack whatever barred his road, be they six
or sixty thousand. The events that happened in these
early days of February, 1843, and the trembling balance
which now was decided to the side of war, have been
made the occasion of long and fierce controversy.